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Enemy of the State


Enemy of the State predicted a lot of technology that people had not seen in 1996. As of 2010, it seems that some of the technology is outdated, yet some of it is still unknown to the average person. Floppy disks were the major aspect of technology that I found to be outdated in the movie. I rarely ever see them anymore because of the new USB drives that hold a lot more information in a more compact device. Another aspect I found to be a little outdated was how all of the black mail, such as the main character with his ex mistress, was presented. The movie went about this through newspapers and the news channel on television, when today, I believe it is more common to look these kinds of things up online. Even though this movie was made over a decade ago, the technology that was used to track the main character, his records and physically, was all very new to me. I am unsure of how they tracked his bank account and how they put tracking devices in all of his clothes and were able to see exactly where the main character was, such as the scene when he is going down the stairs and they can see which floor of the hotel he was on.


Even though technology is essential today, this movie gives it a negative aspect by means of invasion of privacy. As a society, we use technology to track everything of our own, but the government has access to this as well, creating an environment in the technology world that feels unsafe. The government has reasonable cause to do this, for national security, but they also have the ability to take advantage of this as well.


Through this advanced technology, we have been able to access information very quickly compared to the past, which has created a society in which we would like to know everything. I do not believe it is our right to have access to any and all information because that includes private information that does not pertain to a specific person. Although we should be able to always have access to information that is relevant at a personal level. This is amplified in the movie because the government totally took control of a person who just happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time, momentarily destroying his life. It is cases like this that portray the government taking advantage of their technology. Brill’s obsession allowed him to help others, but left him with dangerous consequences.


As far as technology for personal reasons go, such as web cams, I think it is okay. We do not need boundaries if it is done for the pleasure of ourselves, but boundaries should be put in place if it can lead to harm of others. I really don’t think we are being unrealistic when it comes to knowing information at anytime, as long as it isn’t putting others in danger. In order to maintain national security, if the government needs to listen in on our phone calls, then by all means, please do. But with the good things come the bad, if the government is able to do this, then there is a good possibility that at least one person is going to be corrupt.


The movie gives us the idea that pictures do not lie by presenting the main character with blackmail. They purposely took pictures of him with his ex mistress in order to create drama between him and his family. The meetings between the two took place for business purposes, yet it was automatically assumed that the main character was once again seeing his mistress.


I do not think that Brill escapes the surveillance society, but rather just knows tricks of how to get around it. His place of work was a good example of how not to be found, yet the satellite cameras followed his car to it. He also knew not to look straight up so they couldn’t recognize his face, yet they found out who he was later in the movie. So instead of escaping, he delays.


As I mentioned earlier, I think that the government should be able to listen in on our phone calls if it provides the nation with security. The Patriot Act is something that I do agree with because the United States is a targeted area of terrorist attacks, and we are especially aware of this since 9/11. There will always be at least one “corrupt guy” who ruins it for everyone, but it is a chance that I am willing to take. 
