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The Burden of Illegal Immigration on American Society


Do you desire a nation of crime and hardship for you and your loved ones? Did you know that the closer you live to the Mexican-American border, the more vulnerable you become to corruption due to the illegal immigrants that cross the border in numbers everyday? On the border states of America, this problem has been occuring at an exponential rate and dealt with on a national level. Even though the American government has attempted to resolve the problem, the issue still remains and continues to grow. America was founded on immigrants but today the influx of illegal immigrants has put stress on the economy by increasing the load on the taxpayer, taking jobs from American citizens, and causing menacing crime; the government needs to take stronger action against illegal immigration so as to avoid the burden on it civilians. ( strong thesis

America was originally founded by European travelers and later inhabited by various nationalities. Over four centuries, tens of millions of immigrants made the United States what it is today. They came to create more prosperous lives in the New World and for work, which benefited them and their families back home (Diner). Not only did America invite immigrants from our oversees ancestors, but our neighbor, Mexico. This was not always the case because over time, the new Americans actually fought and won land over the native Mexicans which led us to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo. This treaty ended the war between the United States and Mexico. By its terms, Mexico ceded 55 percent of it’s land (Gray). This created tension between the two border countries and it remains an issue today, but in the reverse form. We now see a lot of Mexicans immigrate into the United States to areas where they originally obtained territory.
 Lately, we’ve been seeing that a lot of Mexicans seek life in America. The reason for this is fairly obvious. The country of Mexico is progressively becoming corrupt. The nation faces a variety of problems: crime, drugs, corruption, and a troubled economy. In turn, most of those citizens being negatively affected by these problems seek a better life in the United States. The vast majority of those still living in Mexico who make contacts with friends and family that currently live in America, highly recommend the move because of the goals that they have been able to achieve (Mexican Public). According to the American Society of International Law, many Mexicans see a greater opportunity by crossing the border because the economy of Mexico is so bad that the option of development doesn’t seem realistic (Del Villar). It seems that the Mexican immigrants reject the ways of their government and they want to take advantage of all America has to offer, but this “offer” that our country provides does not come cheap. The families that the American taxpayers help out are readily taking advantage of “free” money.


This leads me to the regressing economy of the United States. Our country is falling under and one of the major factors is the illegal immigrants’ that enter the United States regularly, the majority of them from Mexico. In an attempt to cease the illegal immigrants from crossing the border into America, our government made plans to construct a wall along the Mexican-American border that physically separates the two countries. Not only is this wall over 2,000 miles long, plans portray the need to put electric wiring along the top of it for extra security reasons. As one can imagine, this is extremely expensive. Although our government has the right idea of refusing illegal immigrants, it is tremendously costly, taking millions of dollars out of the tax payers wallets. The amount of money that we are spending on this wall could readily be used to hire more work force or even purchase an additional sensor system (Fernald). Though I am not necessarily pleased with the idea of constructing this wall, I agree with the incentives of the act.
Not only do we pay to keep illegal immigrants out of our country, we pay to have them here.  There is the general problem of illegal aliens finding ways around the law in order to be benefited with the government’s money. According to Mary Fitzgerland, author of Illegal Immigrants’ Cost to Government Studied, illegal immigrants in the United States cost the federal government more than $10 billion dollars a year. Due to the fact that they are not American citizens, not all taxes are paid that should be, but the money needs to show up somehow. It is found that there is a fiscal deficit of $10.4 billion dollars that theses immigrants do not pay (Fitzgerald). Immigration imposes significant cost on the native-born, we pay for them at all levels of government on anything from education to Medicare to welfare to criminal justice and many more (Edwards). 

One problem and also a significant cost the citizens of America is the problem of “anchor babies.” This term refers to when a Mexican women crosses the border while she is pregnant and actually gives birth to her baby in America, making the baby an American citizen by law. Also by law, the mother must stay with the child. This is a way of manipulating the system in order for continued life in America. This is such a problem because the vast majority of these women do not have the money to pay hospital bills, raise a baby, or even obtain the essentials for living a reasonable lifestyle, but they do. This is because they are supported by government funding, which in turn, is tax payers money from people in the area. According the a patient survey conducted in Dallas, Texas, seventy percent of women who gave birth at Parkland Hospital, a hospital located in Dallas, in 2006 were illegal immigrants. Dallas taxpayers paid $31.3 million dollars for hospital bills of those illegal immigrants who could not afford it (Baker). 


Not only are the illegal immigrants receiving the tax payers money, but they are also taking our work. As our economy deteriorates, American citizens are having trouble finding jobs, and illegal immigrants who do have jobs here are certainly taking away the opportunities from the native-born. Estimates have shown that cities closer the border suffer from an unemployment rate that is twice that of other cities further away (Nair). Our economy continues to plummet, and this a major reason for it. Because illegal labor is so much cheaper than hiring a person who is an American citizen, there are many businesses who will pay the illegal aliens under the table in order to cut their costs. As one can imagine, this is an ongoing cycle; the economy is bad so an owner wants cheap labor, and immigrants are abundant and they need jobs. The continuing cycle only creates even more of a debt to society.

Another rather unsafe problem that Americans are now faced with since the steady rise of illegal immigrantion is the issue of crime. It is a crime just to enter the United States wrongfully. “Improper Entry by Alien” is the title in the U.S. Code. This title includes anyone who enters America in areas that are not designated by officers, eluding examination or inspection by officers, or attempting to enter the United States under false representation. Not only is it illegal just to enter the country, but acts of crime are committed once the illegal aliens are here (American Patrol Reference). According to John McKay, author of A Frontier Aflame, drug trafficking, theft, human smuggling, and identity theft are all a major problems brought into the United States by illegal immigrants. McKay states that Mexican cartels are establishing large marijuana farms as they spread into south and the central United States (McKay 46). Federal investigators believe that as much as 2.2 million kilograms of cocaine and 11.6 kilograms of marijuana were smuggled into the United States in 2005 alone (Taylor). Mckay also says that cities closer to the border or more so in danger of being robbed; this could mean tangible  possessions and this could aslo be interpreted as human beings. Human trafficking is a major problem along the southern states. Mainly used for slavery, cartels will abduct citizens and take them back to their country in order to have free labor. Not only are these people being forced to leave their home and live in horrible conditions, many are often tortured, raped, and even killed (48).

The subject of crime leads me to the very controversial topic of the recent immigration laws in Arizona. Although it seems to some that the new immigration law in Arizona has gone too far, I think it is the step that the American government needs to take in order to ensure future of our enconomy. This law states that anybody of Mexican descent may be questioned by authorities in attempt to weed out the illegal aliens. This is what it has come down to. Everything that our government has already tried hasn’t been working out very well. Our economy continues to regress and this is an attempt to save it. I think this law should be enacted in other border states as well. Randal Archibold of the, New York Times has a different idea of this. He believes this law is “open inventation for harassment and discrimination against Hispanics regardless of their citizenship status” (Archibold). I disagree with this statement because although it seems somewhat cruel, it is a measure that our country needs to take. It may be inconvientant to be constantly stopped, but those who are prepared with the correct papers should not have an sort of an altercation. Those who do not carry their legal documents with them should know of the law and anticipate an event in which they may be stopped and questioned. There is no excuse not to be prepared. This could easily be compared to any American citizen who drives; they must carry their drivers license with them, and this is not a major issue. For those who are citizens and see this as discriminating, they should understand that the government is only trying to make our country safer protect it’s citizens from more economic downfall.

The Arizona Laws are a good representation of recent government action against illegal immigration, but the problem dates back further. According to Slobodan Djajic, author of Dynamics of Immigration Control, Since the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986, acts such as employer sanctions, increased control along the border, and legalization programs designed to meet the demand for agricultural labor along the southern states have been sought to reduce the number of illegal immigrants who make it here in the United States (Djajic 45). I believe the government is taking the correct steps that it needs to take in order to keep our country full of legal citizens by creating this Act. Although it costs the taxpayers money to detain and send back illegal aliens, it is far less money to have them stay here and pay for their cost of living. 

On the other hand, the illegal immigrants do have a reason for wanting to cross over.  Maybe we should be more sympathetic; the majority of those people did not choose their current lifestyle and just seek better for them and their families. It could be argued as inhumane to detain and send back these illegal immigrants just for wanting a better, more prosperous life. According to an artible from Amnesty International, more than 300,000 people are detained by United States authorities each year, and most of them are victims of human trafficking, torture survivors, and parents of children who are American citizens (300,000). What many of us do not understand is that these people that we are detaining are human beings, not animals. They should be treated with the respect we provide one another on a daily basis.

Other than being inhumane, there is the morality issue of kicking these people out of our country. The Mexicans who desire to cross the borders into the United States only want a better life for them and their families, even if that means the risk distributing drugs. As mentioned earlier, this land that they are seeping onto did belong to the Mexican empire not that long ago. In a way, we have invaded on land that was originally theirs, so it seems has if the American citizens are being immoral by stealing what was once rightfully theirs. Some cities agree with the fact that it is okay for the immigrants to cross illegally. Princeton Borough and Princeton Township are two of several communities that offer identification cards for illegal immigrants in that area. The communities are sympathetic for those who want to succeed, but cannot legally do so.  



Overall, illegal immigration is nothing but a menace to American society. Those of us who live close to the border suffer more frequently due to strains from the illegal aliens crossing over. Our government allows American citizens to pay for the illegal immigrants who cannot afford what they have gotten themselves into. It is absolutely absurd that the money you and I work so hard for is being sent to other people who are not even citizens of the United States so that they are able to live under reasonable conditions. Even though America was founded on immigration, it is now a country of it’s own that requires legal documents to live here. Those who choose to skip out on the process of naturalization should be penalized for it. The government should refuse anyone who does not have legal documents to show their citizenship in the United States. It is not fair to those of us who are native-born. 
